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dominantly due to social and economic causes. Partly it is the
mentality of a ruling class which despises menial labour and tries
to perpetuate practical slavery by declaring that the inferior race
is destined by nature to serve the superior one. Partly it is the
egoism of white workers and traders who wish to monopolize all
good posts for themselves and, therefore, refuse to recognize the
claim of the coloured races to equality or fair treatment. This
attitude is often prejudicial to the economic and national interests
of the whites themselves.

The social origin of racial prejudice is also proved by the fact
that peoples which have never been slaves and which have shown
a warlike spirit, like the Red Indians or the Maoris, are not re-
garded by the whites with racial contempt. North Americans
who abhor even the slightest admixture of African blood consider
a strain of Red Indian blood as not degrading and even as
aristocratic.

4, THE RISE OF MODERN RACIAL IDEOLOGY 1
Modern nationhood depends on the overcoming of social
divisions based on " better blood". There can hardly be a
genuine national community between people who are barred by
law from mating or from social intercourse, or where people of
lower rank have no chance of rising. Yet the tendency towards
equal status has always met open or disguised resistance. In the
eighteenth century, spokesmen of the French nobility put for-
ward the view that the nobles were descended from the Prankish
conquerors and the common people from the subdued Romans
and Gauls, and they tried to base on this argument their claim
to a ruling position. This .was the starting-point of long contro-
versies about the racial background of social structure and its
bearing on French history and politics. The most famous French'
historians and many leading- politicians and writers took part in
this struggle, and many different theories were put forward.8 The
contention that the higher classes were of a more noble race than
the lower aroused passionate opposition and did much to poison
class relations and jeopardize national solidarity. In truth, the
racial diversity of the classes had been completely obliterated by
1  Cf. Comte de Boulainvilliers, Histoire de Vanticn gouvernemeni de la France, 3 tomes,
1727.              ,
2 Augustin Thierry has compiled and discussed those controversies in his Recits de
temps merovingiens and Considerations sur Ftnstoire de Fiatice, and Ernest Seilliere in the
introduction to his book Le Comte de Gobineau has also surveyed them.   Recently the
subject has been treated by Jacques Barzun, The French Race, Theories of its Origin atid
(heir Social and Political Implications Prior to the Revolution) 1932,